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Our goal is the United States of Europe 
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We, the citizens of Europe, are connected by a common destiny – together we shape our 

future. After World War II, six European states started the unification of Europe. The 

founding generation accomplished a great deal: we have them to thank for the reconcilia-

tion of the peoples, for overcoming borders, for social solidarity, as well as economic and 

cultural development. 

 

Today the European Union has long since been more than a common market. Above all, 

it is a community of values and law with joint political institutions. Most of the European 

countries belong to it, and in other nations the prospect of gaining membership strength-

ens efforts towards democracy and rule of law. However, the unification of Europe is not 

yet completed. To the challenges of the 21st century there is only one answer: more 

Europe! 

 

We, the members of Europa-Union Deutschland, are part of a European civil society. To-

gether with partner organisations in many other European countries, we support the 

completion of the federal unification of Europe. European federalists presented their fun-

damental goals already in 1946 in the Hertenstein programme. With this programme dec-

laration, Europa-Union Deutschland defines its goals for the coming years: 

 

1. Only when unified, are the nations of Europe in the position to guarantee peace and 

freedom, stability, prosperity and social security, an environment worth living in, democ-

racy and human rights. Therefore, they have united as the European Union. Hence, the 

European integration can be considered a role model for interstate cooperation. It is an 

indispensable prerequisite for overcoming global challenges. 

 

2. The goal of European integration is the creation of the United States of Europe based 

on a constitution. As a democratic-constitutional federal state, the United States of 

Europe represents the common interests of the citizens of Europe and their member 

states at home and abroad. Therefore, the European federal state must have command 

over the necessary courses of action. This also includes an accordingly endowed budget 

and its own tax revenues. In the European federal state, tasks will be performed on the 

European, the individual state or the regional and local levels – both in touch with the 

people and based on partnership.  

 

3. The United States of Europe is based on the values recorded in the Universal Declara-

tion of Human Rights and the European Charter of Fundamental Rights, to which belong 

above all the inviolability of human dignity and the inalienable rights of the individual. 
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These values are the goal and benchmark of its political actions. Fostering democracy 

and human rights in a peaceful way compels the United States of Europe to work closely 

together with the states of the world which also peacefully advocate democracy and hu-

man rights. 

 

4. The United States of Europe is based on representative democracy with the possibility 

of direct civic participation. The European Parliament, elected by the citizens by general, 

direct, free, equal, and secret ballot, forms the core of the democratic order and the divi-

sion of powers. The European Parliament elects the European government, which arises 

from the present Commission, and, on equal footing with the chamber of states, the 

Council, makes decisions regarding revenues and expenditures as well as all European 

laws. 

 

5. The political decision-making process of the United States of Europe is characterised 

by a high degree of transparency and offers all citizens numerous opportunities to con-

tribute and participate. The direct election of the European Parliament based on common 

European suffrage is an expression of political consolidation. In their country of residence 

- above and beyond the opportunity to participate in European and communal elections - 

the citizens of the United States of Europe have the right to vote for all parliaments and 

representative bodies by whose decisions they are directly affected. 

 

6. The development of a European public is one of the prerequisites for the realisation of 

a European democracy. This includes comprehensive European political coverage in 

each national media, the establishment of Europe-wide media as well as an active dia-

logue of the European institutions involving electronic media and social networks. The 

political parties also contribute by combining into European parties with individual contri-

bution and participation rights for their members, and by recommending top candidates 

for the European institutions.   

 

7. The actions of the United States of Europe serve the best interest of its citizens. The 

European societal and social model must be defended and further developed. The United 

States of Europe and its member states have the obligation to create in a spirit of solidar-

ity justice, the opportunity to develop freely, and prosperity for all. The politics of the 

United States of Europe foster social equality and are geared towards the principles of 

social market economy. Not everything must be regulated on a European level, but the 

latter must create the framework and set minimum standards. The harmonisation of living 

standards within the United States of Europe is an essential precondition for its exis-

tence.  

 

8. The protection of the necessities of life as well as the careful, effective and sustainable 

use of natural resources is decisive for the actions of the United States of Europe and its 

members. The shortage of raw materials and energy in Europe makes a cooperative ap-

proach mandatory. This also includes the changeover to using renewable energy 

sources.  

 

9. The United States of Europe uses the Euro as a common currency, for whose stability 

the independent European Central Bank is responsible. The United States of Europe and 
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its member states contribute to the stability of their common currency through a common 

obligatorily coordinated economic, financial and fiscal policy. The United States of 

Europe sets out clear rules for the financial markets. A solid fiscal policy and a firm sense 

of working together are prerequisites for increasing our prosperity.  

 

10. Foreign policy, including security and defence policy, is the concern of the United 

States of Europe, which represents its members through seat and vote at the United Na-

tions. The goal of the common policy is to contribute to peace, respect of human rights 

and stability in the world, and whenever possible, to settle conflicts through peaceful 

means. The foreign policy initiatives of members of the United States of Europe may not 

be at odds with the foreign policy of the Union. 

 

11. Cultural diversity is the wealth of Europe and European identity. It is the responsibility 

of the United States of Europe to protect and foster this cultural diversity. This includes 

the contact with other cultures and ways of living and the acquisition of foreign lan-

guages. All citizens of the United States of Europe should be provided with educational 

opportunities enabling them to communicate with each other. 

 

12. The United States of Europe is open to new members. Every application for acces-

sion must be judged and examined separately. New members must fulfil the criteria for 

membership; internal cohesion and viability of the United States of Europe must be taken 

into consideration. 

 

This is our vision for Europe in the 21st century. As yesterday so today: the future of our 

continent and its people lies in the unification of Europe. 


